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AGGRESSIVE OVERSIGHT of the  
OBAMA ADMINISTRATION

COMMITTEE ACTION: Oversight hearings held on the Department of 
Justice (DOJ), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), and 
Patent and Trademark Office (PTO).

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 4138 – (Rep. Gowdy) The Executive Needs to 
Faithfully Observe and Respect Congressional Enactments of the Law Act of 
2014 puts a procedure in place to permit the House, or the Senate, to authorize 
lawsuits against the Executive Branch for failure to faithfully execute the laws. 

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 3973 – (Rep. DeSantis) The Faithful Execution of 
the Law Act of 2014 ensures greater transparency and disclosure regarding the 
President’s enforcement of federal law.

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.RES. 565 – (Rep. Jordan) Legislation calls on AG 
Holder to appoint a Special Counsel to investigate the targeting of conservative 
groups by the IRS.

COMMITTEE ACTION: Hearing to examine the mismanagement of grant 
programs administered by DOJ.

COMMITTEE ACTION: Hearing on the Administration’s decision to 
overturn 30 years of precedent and lift a longstanding prohibition on Libyans 
coming to the U.S. to attend flight school, to work in aviation maintenance or 
flight operations, or to study nuclear science. 

AN EFFICIENT and JUST LEGAL SYSTEM
HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 2919 – (Rep. Lummis) The Open Book on Equal 
Access to Justice Act increases transparency by reinstating tracking and reporting 
requirements of payments made under the Equal Access to Justice Act to 
compensate citizens for abusive federal government lawsuits. 

PROMOTING FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMMITTEE PASSAGE: H.R. 776 – (Rep. Hanna) The Security in 
Bonding Act of 2014 protects small businesses and taxpayers by strengthening 
the bonding requirements for federal government contracts and removing 
opportunities for fraud and abuse.

COMMITTEE ACTION: Hearing on the need for a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution.

A FAIR IMMIGRATION SYSTEM 
THAT WORKS for AMERICA

COMMITTEE ACTION: Hearing on the Administration-made disaster at 
our southern border with the sudden surge of children, teenagers, and families 
arriving at ports of entry along the U.S.-Mexico border.

COMMITTEE ACTION: Bipartisan delegation traveled to the Rio Grande 
Valley sector of the U.S.-Mexico border to seek information about the sudden 
surge of children, teenagers, and families seeking to enter the U.S. illegally. 

COMMITTEE ACTION: Successfully urged the House Appropriations 
Committee to fully fund the E-Verify program, the U.S.’s most effective tool 
against the employment of illegal aliens.

COMMITTEE ACTION: Legislation Introduced, H.R. 5137 – (Rep. 
Chaffetz) The Asylum Reform and Border Protection Act reverses many of the 
Obama Administration’s policies that have contributed to the crisis on our 
southern border, such as weak standards for asylum claims that enable the 
Administration’s rubberstamping of fraudulent applications and policies that 
prevent Border Patrol agents from accessing federal lands along the border.  

ENCOURAGING INNOVATION
HOUSE & SENATE PASSAGE: H.R. 1123 – (Rep. Goodlatte) The 
Unlocking Consumer Choice and Wireless Competition Act protects choice 
by allowing consumers to unlock their cell phones without approval of their 
wireless provider.

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 3086 – (Rep. Goodlatte/Chabot) The Permanent 
Internet Tax Freedom Act permanently bans taxes on Internet access.

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 5036 – (Rep. Coble) The Satellite Television 
Access Reauthorization Act extends the expiring provisions of law, which allow 
satellite companies to provide broadcast television to consumers.  

COMMITTEE ACTION: Continued review of U.S. Copyright law.

SECURITY FOR CITIZENS and BUSINESSES
SIGNED INTO LAW: H.R. 3627 – (Rep. Pittenger) The Kilah Davenport 
Child Protection Act of 2013 directs the Attorney General to report on the 
penalties for violations of laws prohibiting child abuse. 

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 4323 – (Rep. Goodlatte) The Debbie Smith 
Reauthorization Act of 2014 protects sexual assault victims by extending a 
federal DNA backlog processing grant program through 2019 so that more 
rape test kits can be tested.

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 3530 – (Rep. Poe) The Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act of 2013 boosts support and protection for domestic human 
trafficking victims by increasing and streamlining law enforcement resources, 
enhancing victims’ services, and strengthening our laws to ensure that  
both buyers and sellers engaged in sex trafficking are held accountable for  
their crimes. 

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 3610 – (Rep. Paulsen) The Stop Exploitation 
Through Trafficking Act of 2013 provides incentives to states to adopt safe 
harbor laws that treat trafficked minors as victims, rather than as criminals  
or delinquents.

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 4225 – (Rep. Wagner) The Stop Advertising 
Victims of Exploitation Act of 2014 criminalizes those who knowingly advertise 
or profit from advertisements that offer the commercial exploitation of minors 
and trafficking victims.

RELIEF from EXCESSIVE REGULATION 
HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 2641 – (Rep. Marino) The Responsibly and 
Professionally Invigorating Development Act of 2013 streamlines the federal 
permitting process so that new construction and energy projects are not tied 
up in years of regulatory red tape.

COMMITTEE PASSAGE: H.R. 4874 – (Rep. J. Smith) The Searching 
for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily Burdensome Act of 2014 
institutes an independent regulatory review commission to examine regulatory 
programs that could be repealed to reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens.

THE FREEDOM to PROSPER:  
PROTECTING AMERICANS’ LIBERTIES

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 3361 – (Rep. Sensenbrenner) The USA 
FREEDOM Act reforms our intelligence-gathering programs operated under 
FISA, including ending the bulk collection of data. 

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 1944 – (Rep. Sensenbrenner) The Private 
Property Rights Protection Act of 2013 prohibits state and local governments 
that receive federal economic development funds from using eminent domain 
to transfer private property from one private owner to another for the purpose 
of economic development.

PROTECTING AMERICAN VALUES 
HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 7 – (Rep. C. Smith) The No Taxpayer Funding 
for Abortion Act of 2014 provides that the federal government should not make 
taxpayers pay for abortions or insurance coverage that includes abortion.

HOUSE PASSAGE: H.R. 4292 – (Rep. Chabot) The Foreign Cultural 
Exchange Jurisdictional Immunity Clarification Act allows U.S. museums and 
schools to borrow foreign government-owned artwork and cultural artifacts.
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